
 
 

DISNEY TWENTY-THREE CELEBRATES 50 YEARS OF THE 
WALT DISNEY ARCHIVES 

 
FILM CRITIC AND HISTORIAN LEONARD MALTIN HONORS THE REVERED WORK OF THE 

ARCHIVES IN PRESERVING MORE THAN 100 YEARS OF DISNEY TREASURES  
 

PLUS, PRODUCER AND DIRECTOR DON HAHN PREVIEWS HIS NEW DISNEY+ FILM 
HOWARD, EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEWS WITH KERMIT THE FROG AND MISS PIGGY, AND SIR 

KENNETH BRANAGH, DAME JUDI DENCH, AND JOSH GAD PREVIEW ARTEMIS FOWL   
 
BURBANK, Calif. – May 7, 2020 – This June, the Walt Disney Archives celebrates its 50th anniversary, 
and what was once a one-man operation run out of a one-person office in the Animation Building on 
The Walt Disney Studios lot has grown into a dedicated team of 30 staff members and a model for 
archives around the world. In the new issue of Disney twenty-three, available exclusively to Gold 
Members of D23: The Official Disney Fan Club, film critic and historian Leonard Maltin explores five 
remarkable decades of preserving Disney’s most beloved treasures while remaining a vital resource 
for writers, directors, and, of course, Disney fans.  
 
It’s once again time to play the music, and it’s time to light the lights. With the premiere of the new 
series Muppets Now coming soon to Disney+, the team bringing the show to life takes Disney twenty-
three behind the scenes for a heartfelt look at the show. And Kermit the Frog and Miss Piggy sit down 
for an exclusive interview to talk about their return to the screen—and the importance of Miss Piggy, of 
course.  
 
Plus, Sir Kenneth Branagh, Dame Judi Dench, Josh Gad, and newcomer Ferdia Shaw discuss adapting 
the YA phenomenon Artemis Fowl into an epic feature, premiering this June on Disney+. Director and 
producer Don Hahn pens an essay on the making of his moving Howard Ashman documentary Howard 
for Disney+, and illuminates the inside story of the award-winning lyricist responsible for some of 
Disney’s most beloved songs. And Secret Society of Second-Born Royals star Skylar Astin reveals his 
Disneyland favorites, with photos shot exclusively for Disney twenty-three earlier this point year at the 
resort.  
 
Also included in the Summer issue of Disney twenty-three: 

• Brian Henson takes us on the set of the out-of-this-world Disney+ talk show Earth to Ned, 
complete with a celebrity-obsessed alien charged with destroying the planet 

• Film historian Dan Lanigan gives us an insider look at the making of Prop Culture, the fascinating 
new Disney+ series that looks at iconic props from timeless films such as Who Framed Roger 
Rabbit and Mary Poppins 

• From The Sound of Music to The Reluctant Dragon, 10 must-see Disney+ movies selected by 
members of the Walt Disney Archives team 

• Dazzling then-and-now Disneyland park photographs—plus an array of classic merchandise—
in honor of the park’s 65th anniversary 

• Regular features including From the Desk of, By the Numbers, Character Analysis, D Society, 
and Ask the Walt Disney Archives 



 
Disney twenty-three, which is delivered directly to fans’ doorsteps, is offered exclusively to D23 Gold 
and Gold Family Members as a benefit of their membership. The latest issue will begin arriving before 
the end of May.  
 
About D23 
The name “D23” pays homage to the exciting journey that began in 1923 when Walt Disney opened 
his first studio in Hollywood. D23 is the first official club for fans in Disney’s 90-plus-year history. It gives 
its members a greater connection to the entire world of Disney by placing them in the middle of the 
magic through its quarterly publication, Disney twenty-three; a rich website at D23.com with members-
only content; member-exclusive discounts; and special events for D23 Members throughout the year. 
 
Fans can join D23 at Gold Membership ($99.99), Gold Family Membership ($129.99), and General 
Membership (complimentary) levels at D23.com. To keep up with all the latest D23 news and events, 
follow DisneyD23 on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube. 
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